CHAPTER XIX

HIS POETIC SPIRIT : A LITTLE COLLECTION
OF HIS POEMS

%

ME. C. F. ANDREWS, in his Introduction to the
collection of his writings and speeches1 says :

He would undoubtedly have altered much and
possible abbreviated much. He would have corrected
also the metrical forms of his poems, which have
clearly been put down on paper as the inspiration to
write came to him, without any laboured correction,
But while there is considerable loss to the reader on
this account, there is also considerable gain, for what is
lost in finish and correctness is gained in freshness and
vitality , . . The readers will gladly make allowance
for repetition and lack of finish, when the individuality
of the Swami himself is brought so vividly before them
by his manuscript notes.

This mention of his poems leads me on to the last
feature of his life and writings which I would wish to
mention, I do so with considerable diffidence as it is
quite possible that others may take a different view to
my own. But what I would venture to say is briefly
this, that I find in Swami Rama Tirath's poetic spirit,
which lies behind his philosophy, the highest value^of
his written work. In this seems to be its freshness, its
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